/|
Neighborhood
Action Plan Taking
Shape
Input from Hale, Page and Diamond L ake
residentsisan important component in the
creation of HPDL's Neighborhood Revital-
ization Program (NRP) Phase || Neighbor-
hood Action Plan. Determining priorities
for the plan is even more critical thistime,
since the HPDL Community Association
expects to receive only around $700,000

from the NRP for implementation, as op-
posed to over $2,000,000 for Phase .

At the Community Meeting on January 26,
2004, the process of gathering information
from residents continued. HPDL's NRP

Phase Il Planning Committee started the
meeting with information about the NRP
program and a brief overview of the pro-
cess HPDL followed to create the first

Neighborhood Action Plan under Phase 1.

After briefly discussing the reasonsfor the
multiple delays in the Phase Il planning

process, committee members spoke about
results of the data collected so far. The pur-
pose of the meeting was not only to give
information, but also to gather more data
from those attending. The audience partici-
pated several times: by voting on the pri-
mary topic areathat they wanted addressed,
by voting on the top concerns within those

HPDL

Mark your Calendars!

From the Earth Day Cleanup to the
Hale School Plant, there’s lots to do
on spring weekends.

See page 6 for a list of upcoming
events.

Marie Foss
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Show coats the surface of 35W.

categories and by supplying suggested so-
lutions and actions to address these con-
cerms.

Results of the 2001 HPDL
survey

At the meeting, neighbors learned the re-
sults of the most recent HPDL household
survey, completed in 2001 as part of the
Phase Il process. The survey showed that

“neighborhood quality” improved, ascom-
pared to the previous survey conducted in
1992 for Phase |. Both surveys were deliv-
ered to each HPDL household, with about
1000 residents answering the 2001 survey
and about 1200 responding to the 1992 sur-
vey. “Quality” was measured by having

residents list the most appealing character-
istics of the neighborhood, rank overall liv-
ing conditions and indicate their plans to

move away (resident stability).

As in the 1992 survey, the three most ap-
pealing neighborhood featuresindicated in
2001 survey results were: Convenient Lo-
cation, Well-Maintained Homes, and Parks
and Recreation. The number of respondents
ranking HPDL overall living conditions as
“excellent” doubled between 1992 and

2001, from 15% to 33%. Nearly two-thirds
(64.5%) of 2001 survey respondents with

an opinion felt that the areaimproved over
thelast 8 years. More residents planned to
remain in the neighborhood in 2001 (68%)

than in 1992 (46%). The top five reasons
residents gave for moving (if they were

continued on page 2

S,
HPDL Community
Meeting:

Road Construction

and our Waterways
By Scott Foss

Are you concerned about how the 35W/
Crosstown reconstruction project will af-
fect our neighborhood waterways? Do you
want to know about the plans to ensure
water quality in Diamond Lake and Minne-
haha Creek during construction and after
the highway is rebuilt? You will have a
chance to get answers to these questions
and others at an upcoming Open Houseand
Community Meeting on Monday, March
15, 2004, at the Pearl Park Community
Center.

An Open House sponsored by Mn/DOT

will be held from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. to al-
low HPDL residents to examine visual

overviews of the 35W/Crosstown recon-
struction plans. The Community Meeting
will follow at 7:00 p.m., with water quality
presentations and a question and answer

period.

Representatives from the Minnehaha Creek
Watershed District and Mn/DOT will talk
about quality of thetwo local water bodies
plusrespond to concerns from the commu-
nity about the environmental impacts of the
highway project. A representative fromthe
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

will also be on hand. Discussion topics may
range from sedimentation from construc-
tion flowing into waterways, to the long-

term effects of the Crosstown Commons
drain area on water quality, to possible
remediation of past sediment build-up in

Diamond Lake.

Pleasejoin usto help ensure the long-term
quality of our neighborhood’s natural re-
sources.

HPDL
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planning to do so, or if they wanted to move
if they could), wereinorder: Airport Noise,
Highway 35W/62 Reconstruction, Property
Taxes, Schools, and Crime and Safety Is-
sues.

Most issues of concern to residents im-
proved or stayed the same between 1992

and 2001 according to the survey. Respon-
dents were asked to rate issues and indi-
cate whether or not they needed action or
improvement. Issues receiving “good” or
“excellent” marksin the current rating sec-
tion included Quality of Life, Neighbor-
hood Appearance, Sense of Community,

Safety, Public Services and Recreational

Opportunities. Issues needing remedial ac-
tion “urgently” or “soon” were: Airport

Noise Control, Vehicles Speeding through
Neighborhood Streets, Water Quality

(lakes, creek, etc.), Street and Alley Main-
tenance, Graffiti, Quality of Minneapolis
Public Schools, Security of Personal Prop-
erty and Snow Removal. Interestingly,

whileAirport Noisewas still by far thetop
issue that residents felt needed action and
was still the number one reason why resi-
dents are moving or would like to move
from the neighborhood, the dataindicated
that there have been improvements. From
the 1992 survey to the 2001 survey, the

number of residents saying Airport Noise
needed “urgent’ action decreased by about
29%.

A Housing Addendum wasincluded inthe
2001 survey. In general, al housing strate-
gies received support, with the least sup-
port going towards development of small
multi-unit buildings and housing opportu-
nitiesfor working familieswith limited in-
come. The strongest support was for help-
ing current residents improve their homes
through grant or loan programs and devel-
oping arange of optionsto assist seniorsto
remain in the neighborhood even if they
leavetheir homes.

Resident Input at the
Community Meeting

At the January meeting, HPDL neighbors
voted on topic areasthat came from“ open-
ended” survey questions. These questions
allowed residents to write in their unique
answers. The ranking of topic areas that

most concerned survey answerers, fromthe
most frequently mentioned to the least fre-
guently mentioned, was: Education/

Schools, Airport, Environment, Transpor-
tation, Crime and Safety, City Government/
Public Works, Housing, Building Commu-
nity/Quality of Life, Commercial Develop-
ment, Parks and Recreation, and Libraries.

The residents at the meeting ranked the
topic areas differently. Their areas of con-
cern, starting with the most frequently men-
tioned, were: Crime and Safety, Building
Community, Environment, Commercial
Development, School /Education, Housing
and Transportation. Airport, City Govern-
ment/Public Works, and Parks and Recre-
ation were indicated as lesser priorities.
Within each of these categories, thetop four
concerns, taken from all data gathering re-
sults, were also voted on that evening. Fi-
nally, in small groups, those present sup-
plied specific suggestionsfor future HPDL
action steps to address these issues. The
HPDL website, accessible via
www.rabbithood.com, has the results of
these votes and adetailed list of ideas gen-
erated at the meeting.

Next Steps

The next step in the planning processisfor
the NRP Phase |l Committeeto put together
afirst draft of the plan. Thisdraft plan will
be sent to each HPDL household for review
and comment in a specia edition newsl et-
ter in the spring of 2004. HPDL Commit-
tees and the Board of Directors will also
respond to the draft. After thefirst draft is
revised and refined, the community will be
asked to vote on the
final draft. If the
planisapproved
by the neighbor-
hood, the Phaselll
committeewill work withthe NRP
Management Review Team to develop
commitments and final numbers on re-
sources. The hope is to have the plan sub-
mitted to the NRP Policy Board for their

approval inAugust of 2004.

If you have ideas and opinions you'd like
to share about HPDL'sPhase || action plan,
the time to participate is now. Please con-
tact the HPDL officeat (612) 824-7707 for
more information or fill out the feedback
form available at our website: http://

www2.bitstream.net/~hpdl/ Click on the
link for “ Resultsfrom the January 26 Com-
munity M eeting group exercises.”

HPDL Homes
featured in Home
Tour

Three homesfrom the HPDL neighborhood
are included in the 2004 Minneapolis &
Saint Paul Home Tour on Saturday, May 1
and Sunday, May 2, 2004.

Chris Cowen and Bryan Nelson, of 5139
Elliot Avenue South, did an extensive re-
modeling, converting this 1935 Tudor from
athree bedroom, one bath homeinto afive
bedroom, three bath home. During the re-
model, they preserved a cathedral vaulted
living room while adding an el aborate mas-
ter bedroom suite to previously unusable
space on thetop floor.

Rob and Judy Grundstrom, of 4916 Cedar
Avenue South, will showcase their histori-
cally preserved pre-fabricated steel home,
known as a Lustron house. The home was
built in 1949 and was featured in the May/
June 2003 issue of Architecture Minnesota.

Peter and Lisa Krause, of 5841 Elliot Av-
enue South, extensively remodeled their
main floor, creating a spacious open eat-
ing, cooking and living area. Their remodel
reclaimed space from an underutilized
three-season porch and dining room.

The Home Tour, now inits 17th year, will

take place on Saturday, May 1, 2004, from
10am.to 5 p.m. and Sunday, May 2, 2004,
from 1 p.m.to5 p.m. The Home Tour web-
sitewww.msphometour.com describeswhen
and where you can pick up a copy of the
Home Tour Guide, which includes a de-
scription and address of all the homes on

thetour.
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Here is my tax deductible contribution:

I
Yes! O$10  O$15 O$25

|wantto help HPDLkeep ~ [1$50 0$100 O Other
my neighborhood a great
place to live. Name:

Address:

City: State: __ Zip:

Phone:

Please return this form with your check payable to:
HPDL, 5144 13th Avenue So., Minneapolis, MN 55417. Thank You!




From City Hall

By Scott Benson
City Council Member, Ward 11

To my friends and neighbors with
HPDL:

Thank you for the opportunity to
update you about the happenings at
City Hall. I will try to keep my col-
umn short but informative. If you
have questions or want to learn
about something more in depth, please feel free to e-mail me at
scott.benson@ci.minneapolis.mn.usor call my officeat (612) 673-
2211,

Marie Foss




Meet Your Neighbor

By Laurie Frevert

Two HPDL residents have creative jobsin
themass media.

LizZilka

Liz Zilka

My family has lived in the HPDL neigh-
borhood for almost 11 years. | have a 15

year old son, Charlie, who isafreshman at
South High School in the Liberal Arts pro-
gram. He runs on the cross country team

and isan avid skateboarder. We have three
delightfully mischievous cats, all siblings,
named Tigger, Nick and Velvet. And for

their amusement, sincethey areindoor cats,
| have set up alittle bird sanctuary in the
backyard. BeingaMinnesotagal dl my life,
| attended the University of Minnesotaand
studied Theatre and Art. | fell inlove with

Marie Foss

makeup early in my life and character
makeup only fueled my curiosity.

My passions are art and gardening, both of
which allow me agreat outlet for my love
of color. This passion spills over into my
work asafreelance makeup artist. My main
jobs over the last 15 years have included
work for WCCO-TV, Twin Cities Public
Television and Jesse Ventura' sAmericaon
MSNBC. Each one has given me accessto
awide variety of peoplefrom palitical can-
didates and pundits to sports stars and the
who's-who of the entertainment industry.

With the development of high definition
television, makeup has taken atechnologi-
cal turn. Along with my training in tradi-
tional methods, | upgraded my skills by
adding airbrush makeup to my bag of tricks.
This new technology allows for a perfect
match to all skintones, giving amore natu-
ral appearanceto the skin.

Evenwith all of the new devel opments, the
most dangerous item any one can possess
before going on the air is a cup of coffee.

This lesson is permanently etched in my

brain from a little incident with Pat

Buchanan. Pat arrives early for makeup, so
he hastimeto collect histhoughts and have
afinal cup of coffee before show time. One
day, | asked aninternto grab acup of black
coffeewhilel did my work. After | put the
finishing touches on his hair and removed
the makeup cape, Mr. Buchanan stood up
and sharply turned the corner right into his
fresh cup of coffee. The quick thinking in-
tern pulled the cup back toward himself,

taking the largest splash. But along drip

ran down thefront of Mr. Buchanan’swhite
shirt anyway. He calmly suggested using

white out to cover the stain and tossing the
shirt after the show. We all agreed. And the
rest, asthey say, ishistory.

Jamie Hutt

My family includes my wife, Helene, and
children Rachel, Stuart and William. We
havetwo cats, Muffy and Jakab. | wasborn
in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada. | at-
tended the Nova Scotia College of Art and
Design and have adiplomain Graphic De-
sign. | work for the Minneapolis Star
Tribune swebsite, wwwi.startribune.com, as

adesign editor. I've been anews designer
since 1988. | was the design editor of the
Halifax Daily News and a senior news de-
signer at the Calgary Herald prior to com-
ing to the Star Tribune in 1994. | like the
fast pace of newsand the opportunity to use
new technologiesand cool tools.

I’'m a geek, with alarge collection of old
Macintosh computersin the basement. My
idle timeis spent digitizing the thousands
of photographs I've taken over the years,
along with very old family photos. Once
the photos are scanned and cleaned up, |
publish them on my web site.

35W/62
Construction
Update

By Bill Hood

Planning for construction of [-35W and

Highway 62, or the Crosstown Commons
Reconstruction Project continues. Re-
cently, the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation held several Public Information
Open Houses to facilitate neighborhood

participation in the project design process.

An upcoming Open House on Monday,

March 15, 2004, is in conjunction with

HPDL’s bi-monthly Community Meeting
(seethearticle on page one). Thetopic for
that meeting is* 35W/62 Construction and
our Waterways.” The current construction
design includes a“ proposed water quality
pond” to be built between the Crosstown
and 61st Street, just east of Portland. In

addition, theimpact of construction on Dia-
mond L ake and Minnehaha Creek will be
discussed.

Mn/DOT has established awebsite for the
project, http://projects.dot.state .mn.us./

crosstown/ which includes nine excellent

maps. For information on the reconstruc-
tion, you can also contact the Project Man-
ager, John Griffith via the website or call

himdirectly at (651) 582-1206. If youwant
to look at the websiteinformation but don’t
have access to the Internet, the HPDL of -
fice can provide you with ahard copy.
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Hale School Plant Sale
By Deb Geraghty

Here in Minnesota, it's a little hard to take the

calendar seriously when it says spring beginson

March 21. But we all know it will get here eventually, soit’stime
tolook ahead and start thinking about flowers!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 15, 2004, when the Hale
and Field schoolswill be holding their first annual combined plant
sale. Both schools have had successful plant sales of their ownin
the past, but this year they decided to join forces for an even bet-

Kid’'s Corner
By KristaHong

Do you wear a hike helmet when you swim? Should you wear a
life jacket when you ride your bike? Do police dogs get to drive
the squad car? Do the police horses wear bullet proof vests?
Should you fingerprint your toes? Does the water patrol put out
fires?

Kids, bring your parents to the Community Safety Fair to learn
the answers to these safety questions. The HPDL
Crime Prevention and Community Safety commit-
tee, in partnership with the Minneapolis Police
Department’s 3" Precinct Community Crime Pre-
vention/ SAFE Unit, is sponsoring this event.

At the Safety Fair, you can visit with McGruff the
Crime Dog, the Minneapolis Police Horse Patrol

and K-9 unit and the Hennepin County Water Pa-
trol. You can aso learn about bike safety and even
take home a set of your own fingerprints.

There will be plenty of activities and information
tolearn how to be safe this summer. Mark your cal-
endar to start your summer off safely: Saturday, May
22,2004, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Pearl Park
Community Center. And don’'t forget your safety

goggled




Nokomis
Healthy Seniors

“Nurselsin”

Blood pressure checks; pedicures (call to
schedule); coffee and conversation.
Thursday mornings, 9 am. to 12 p.m.
NokomisHealthy Seniors Office,

4553 - 34th Avenue South

Macular Degener ation Support Group
Second Thursday, 10 am. to 11:30 am.
Ebenezer Lutheran Church,

1830 East 41% Street

Caregiver Support Group
Last Thursday, 1:00 p.m.
Ebenezer L utheran Church,
1830 East 41% Street

Blood Pressure Check
Fourth Tuesday, 12:00 p.m.
Standish Green,

2210 East 40t Street

Blood Pressure Check

Congregate Dining (reserve 2 days ahead
at (612) 729-6668, cost is $2.75)

First Thursday, 12:00 p.m.

Holy Cross L utheran Church,

1720 East Minnehaha Parkway

If you have any questions about the pro-
gramsfor seniors, please call the Nokomis
Healthy Seniorsoffice at (612) 729-5499.

The Power of a
Paint Brush

Applications are being accepted for this

year'sMetro Paint-A-Thon, an annua event
that organizesteams of volunteersto scrape,
prime and paint the homes of low-income
seniorsand peoplewith disabilities. A pro-
gram of the Greater Minneapolis Council

of Churches, Paint-A-Thon volunteershave
painted morethan 5100 homes inthe metro
areasince 1984.

Applicantsmust meet eligibility guidelines.
For details, visit the program’s website at
gmcc.org/paint-a-thon, send an email to

jkinkaid@gmcc.org, or call (612) 721-

8687, x321. Deadline for applications is
May 10, 2004. In addition, volunteer teams
from corporations, congregationsand civic
groups are encouraged to call for informa-
tion on participating.

More HPDL
(and nearby)
Tidbits

By Bill Hood

Most neighborhoods in Minneapolis de-
rived their name from the elementary

school built to serve that geographic com-
munity. Many schoolsin South Minneapo-
lis were named after novelists or poets or
characters in poems, dead Presidents, pa-
triots, captains of industry, compass direc-
tions, and afew remarkable women.

Hale School, built in 1930, was named, of
course, for Nathan Hale (1755-1776) who
was captured and hanged by the British and
who is remembered still for hislegendary
words, “I only regret that | have but one

life to give for my country.” A statue of

Hale stands today in a small, eponymous
park in St. Paul across the street from the
residence of Prairie Home Companion leg-
end, Garrison Keillor.

Page School was named for Walter Hines
Page (1855-1918) who was a captain of
industry, a successful journalist, an editor
of The Atlantic Monthly, a founder of the
publishing giant, Doubleday, Page and
Company, and, until hisdeath, ambassador
to Great Britain. Another point of interest:
Page School was built twice. The original
wood frame structure built in 1925 wason
the northeast corner of 3rd Avenue and
Luverne Avenue. That building was taken
downin 1957 and replaced, ayear later by
aconcrete block building on the northwest
corner of Luverne and Tarrymore. The
school was closed for good in 1982 and
town homeswere built on the sitein 1985.

Field School, built in 1920 and where many
HPDL children attend grades 5-8, was

named for another journalist, EugeneField

(1850-1895). Field will always be remem-
bered for his once popular, always wistful

children’s poems, Little Boy Blue; Wynken,

Blynken and Nod; and the sweet, sad love
song about the doomed Gingham Dog and
Calico Cat.

HPDL Needs You!

If you can spend a few hours a month,
have an interest in your community,
and want to affect what happens in
your own neighborhood, please give
us a call. Rosie or Viola at the HPDL
office would love to hear from you. The
number is (612) 824-7707.

HPDL Committee Meetings

Airport ... cdl
Building Community ............ cdl
BusinessAssociation ............ Cdl
Commercial Development ........ cdl
Crimeand Safety ... .. Second Tuesday
Housng............coouvnnn.. cdl
Newdetter ..................... Cdl
Environment ................... Cdl
Gadening .......... Every Wednesday
(Spring - Fal)
Phase Il Planning Committee . .. ... cdl
HPDL Board:
Paul Dykes (Secretary)
Dawn Lindblom
KenMartin . ................ 869-0138
Reid Olson
Laura Pagois
Jeff Rau (Treasurer)
Jane Shimek ............... 827-6060
Janine Stiles
Jason Stone
Margaret Sullivan (Chair) .. ... 825-9615
Justin White (Vice-Chair) .. ... 861-4434
HPDL Staff:
Rosie Doege

Viola Carlson

HPDL publishes this newsletter quarterly and
distributes it to the Hale, Page and Diamond
Lake Neighborhoods. If you have questions
or comments, would like to contribute, or join
the Newsletter Committee, please call the
HPDL office at 824-7707.

Newsletter Editor:

Jane Shimek

Newsletter Committee:

Marie Foss Bill Hood

Doug Frevert Jennifer O'Rourke
Laurie Frevert Karen Pritz

Newsletter Staff:
Rosie Doege

HPDL was founded in 1991. It is bound by
35W, 62nd Street, Cedar Avenue, and
Minnehaha Creek. HPDL serves as a forum/
clearinghouse for ideas; provides a meeting
place to air grievances, define concerns and
develop solutions; provides opportunities to
work with other organizations across the city;
serves as a conduit between residents and
government; and helps us to celebrate our
neighborhoods and their own special
uniqueness within our diverse city.

Phone: 824-7707 Fax: 824-6824
email: hpdl@bitstream.net
5144 13th Ave. So., Mpls., MN 55417

HPDL



In this edition . ..

Neighborhood ActionPlan ... ... 1
Community Meeting: 35W/62 ....1
HPDL Survey Results ........ 12
HomeTour ................... 2
FrostFest ................... 3
Fromthe HPDL Chair .......... 3
FromCityHall ................ 4
MAC Noise ContourMap ....... 4
Meet Your Neighbor . ........... 5
35W/62 Construction Update ....5
Home Improvement Fair ........ 6
Earth Day Celebration .......... 6
Hale School PlantSale ......... 6
Community Safety Fair ......... 6
HPDLTidbits . ................ 7
Healthy Seniors . .............. 7
Paint-A-Thon ................. 7

HPDL Community Association
5144 13" Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55417

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Minneapolis, MN
Permit No. 4376

HPDL Community Calendar

March15 HPDL Community Meeting Pearl Park Community Citr.
Monday 35W/62 Construction / 414 E. Diamond Lake Rd.
Impact on Diamond Lake
6 — 7 p.m. Open House
7 —9 p.m. Meeting
March22  HPDL Board Meeting HPDL Office
Monday 7 p.m. 5144 13" Ave. S.
March 27  South Minneapolis Housing & South High School
Saturday =~ Home Improvement Fair 3131 19" Ave. S.
10a.m.—-3 p.m.
April 17 Earth Day Clean Up/ Celebration Pearl Park Community Ctr.
Saturday  9:30—10:00 a.m., registration 414 E. Diamond Lake Rd.
April 26 HPDL Board Meeting HPDL Office
Monday 7 p.m. 5144 13" Ave. S.
May 22 Community Safety Fair Pearl Park Community Ctr.
Saturday 10 a.m.—Noon 414 E. Diamond Lake Rd.

You make the call:

BusRideInfo ......... 373-3333
Humane Society . ...763-522-4325
Animal Control ........ 348-4250
CCP/SAFE

Officer Brian Cross ... 673-2848

Spec. Sue Roethele .. 673-2839
Burned Out Street Lights ~ 673-2429
AirportNoise . ......... 726-9411
Graffiti ............... 673-2090
PearlPark ............ 370-4906
City Council Member

Scott Benson 1D . 673-2211
County Commissioner

Gail Dorfman ® . . . 348-7883

Peter McLaughlin® ... 348-7884
State Senator

Wes Skoglund 62 | 651-296-4274

State Representative
Jean Wagenius (2% 651-296-4200

Minnesota Public Lobby . 378-0285

HPDL Office .......... 824-7707
.......... hpdi@bitstream.net
..... www?2.bitstream.net/~hpdl
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